93

Landmark 2016 Dierberg Vineyard Pinot Noir
(Sta. Rita Hills). A richer style of Pinot Noir,
this bottling starts with aromas of cherry juice,
roasted berries, earthy minerals and herbs. It’s
potent on the palate, where black plum and baking
spice flavors overcome the under
lying earth elements. —M.K.
abv: 14.2%
Price: $55

93

Matchbook 2017 The Arsonist Chardonnay
(Dunnigan Hills). This indulgent, full-bodied
wine goes all out on richness. Aromas of malted
milk, vanilla and cream lead to layered hazelnut,
crème brûlée and poached pear flavors, while the
viscous texture carries through for a lingering finish. Editors’ Choice. —J.G.
abv: 14.2%
Price: $22

93

Paper Street 2016 The Narrator (Paso Robles).
Fresh aromas of blackberry, lilac and lavender make for a lifted entry to this blend of 64%
Mourvèdre, 27% Grenache and 9% Syrah from
the region’s pioneering Dusi family. Bright acidity
delivers flavors of mulberry, plum, roasted meat and
dried flowers on the palate. —M.K.
abv: 14.8%
Price: $68

93

Pike Road 2017 Shea Vineyard Pinot Noir
(Yamhill-Carlton). This wine is loaded with
raspberries, blackberries, cherries and preserved
lemons, dotted with baking spice and finished with
a touch of chocolate-covered orange peel. It may
sound like dessert, but it’s a thoroughly delicious
dry-red wine that will add to the enjoyment of any
pork, lamb or poultry entrée. Editors’ Choice. —P.G.
abv: 14%
Price: $50

92

Balletto 2017 BCD Vineyard Estate Grown Estate
Bottled Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). Floral, earthy and red-fruited, this wine is savory in
accents of tea, earth and rose. There’s a brightness
to the midpalate that lengthens the experience,
leading to a supple, succulent finish. —V.B.
abv: 14.1%
Price: $46

92

Bodega Norton 2017 Altura Cabernet Franc
(Uco Valley). An intense black color is telling, as are aromas of blackberry, olive and charcoal.
A giant palate is plush and tannic, while black fruit
flavors explode alongside chocolate and toast. This
is an excellent modern Cab Franc from Argentina
and an example of why wineries like Norton are giving the grape its due. Drink through 2029. Guarachi
Wine Partners. Editors’ Choice. —M.S.
abv: 14.5%
Price: $30

93

Morgan 2017 Twelve Clones Pinot Noir (Santa
Lucia Highlands). Snappy raspberry and
sweet hibiscus aromas are layered with dewy herbs
on the fresh nose of this bottling. The palate is both
high toned and fruity, with fresh flavors of raspberry, dried rose petal and Earl Grey tea riding on
zippy acidity. —M.K.
abv: 14.2%
Price: $35

93

Salentein 2015 El Tomillo Estate Plot N°1
Single Vineyard Malbec (Paraje Altamira).
Ripe blackberry aromas border on raisiny but pull
back and settle on rich and chocolaty. This is a huge
Malbec with a fairly strong current of acidity running through its core that brightens the berry flavors.
Drink through 2030. Palm Bay International. —M.S.
abv: 14%
Price: $50

92

Daou 2017 Pessimist (Paso Robles). This
blend of primarily Petite Sirah, Syrah and
Zinfandel starts with rich, lush aromas of black
cherry, vanilla cream and caramel, with a hint of
earth. Framed by solid tannins and bright acidity,
the palate runs through similar fruit and spice flavors with plenty of power. Editors’ Choice. —M.K.
abv: 15.5%
Price: $28
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