
Morgan's Double L Estate Vineyard is the first and only certified organic vineyard in the
Santa Lucia Highlands. When Dan Morgan Lee purchased the property in 1996, he chose
to build-up the future vineyard soil organically. In 2001, the Double L achieved Organic
Certification by Monterey County Certified Organic, which is accredited by the USDA.

Why We Farm Organically
We believe that organic farming is the most powerful way to express the unique character of our
vineyard site. It is a philosophy that allows us to honor our terroir and protect the land for future
generations. Organic farming also ensures good health for farm workers and family members alike.

The Benefits of Organic Farming
Organic farming enriches the biodiversity of the Double L Vineyard. It also enhances soil health,
which in turn improves vine health. The organic vines live longer, and are more resistant to disease
progression than those grown with synthetic pesticides and fertilizers. This results in higher quality
grapes that showcase the purest expression of varietal and terroir.

Organic Farming Practices
The Santa Lucia Highlands is an ideal location for organic wine growing. The strong winds and
temperate climate are natural deterrents of many vineyard pests. The most prevalent threat is
mildew, and there are a number of organic options which keep it in check.

We use no synthetic pesticides, herbicides, or fertilizers on our grapes — only natural additives
approved by the USDA.
Multiple times a year, we apply compost tea through drip irrigation lines to provide beneficial
macronutrients and microbes to the soil.
In winter months we use cover crop to add nutrients, such as nitrogen, while protecting
against run-off and maximizing water saturation. In the spring the cover crop is incorporated
into the soil, adding essential organic material.
Canopy management relieves mildew stress and allows proper sun exposure for even crop
ripening.
We encourage natural pollinators and predators to reside in the Double L by maintaining
wildlife corridors and fostering native species.

Morgan Winery is proud to be a leader of the organic farming movement in the Santa
Lucia Highlands.
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"Farming organically has been a great thing; we
have very healthy vines producing fruit that shows
true to its varietal character and Highlands' locale."

-Dan Morgan Lee


